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Allies In Caring, Inc., Hammonton, Atlantic County 
 
Project Description: Allies in Caring, Inc., is leading this two-year Connecting the Dots for Better 
Health: Data, Community and Opportunities project, which aims to address the effects of poverty, 
racism and adverse childhood experiences as they apply to immigrant families in Hammonton, by 1) 
providing the means for every resident to participate in community health conversations; 2) supporting 
representation among community leaders, and 3) improving access to health resources. In 
Hammonton, Latinx community members can face limited access to education, employment and 
healthcare, and discrimination and language barriers. Through its team of Community Connectors and 
a 2019 Community Health Needs Assessment, the Hammonton Health Coalition (HHC) has identified 
obesity and insufficient access to recreation as focus areas for the proposed project. Referencing 
available school district and healthcare data, HHC is engaging the Community Connectors in data 
collection efforts, and incorporating information from its health partners to inform community initiatives. 
By the end of this project, the coalition partners will have advanced health equity by collaborating 
across sectors and making better use of data to inform decisions that can improve the health of 
everyone in Hammonton. Through this project, Hammonton is one of 10 New Jersey communities to 
receive a suite of tools that include a community data dashboard developed by City Health Dashboard.

@AlliesinCaring 
 
 
Ivette Guillermo-McGahee, Chief Executive Officer, Allies in Caring, Inc., Project Director 
(609) 561-8400 
iguillermo@alliesincaring.org 
 
Carleton Montgomery, Executive Director, Pinelands Preservation Alliance 
(609) 859-8860 ext. 119 
carleton@pinelandsalliance.org 
 
Michael Cagno, Executive Director, Noyes Museum of Art at Stockton University 
michael.cagno@stockton.edu 
 
Kathia Ramirez, Policy Advocate, Pinelands Preservation Alliance 
kathia@pinelandsalliance.org 
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Avanzar, Pleasantville, Atlantic County 
 
Project Description: Avanzar is leading the two-year, Pleasantville “All In!” project to advance health 
and health equity by addressing educational and employment opportunities and improving access to 
care to support residents’ mental health needs. In the face of the COVID-19 crisis, Pleasantville, with 
the surrounding municipalities in the Atlantic City metro area, has the country's highest unemployment 
rate. Pleasantville youth and young adults face perceptions that they are unqualified for jobs that pay 
well. These perceptions impact their financial security and exacerbate mental health issues while 
limiting access to services when needed. Referencing data from City Health Dashboard, PolicyMap, the 
New Jersey Department of Education and other sources, the cross-section Pleasantville community 
coalition is developing programming to engage 13- to 18-year-olds and highlight career opportunities 
within the skilled trades. The team is also launching an ACT/SAT preparatory program for 40 students 
and hosting career fairs as other phases of this project. By the end of this project, the coalition partners 
will have advanced health equity by collaborating across sectors and making better use of data to 
inform decisions that can improve the health of everyone in Pleasantville. Through this project, 
Pleasantville is one of 10 New Jersey communities to receive a suite of tools that include a community 
data dashboard developed by City Health Dashboard.  
 
 
Fran Wise, Director of Development, AVANZAR, Project Director 
(609) 601-9925 ext. 1028 
fran.wise@avanzarnow.org  
 
 

Egg Harbor City Coalition for a Safe Community, Egg Harbor City, 
Atlantic County  
 
Project Description: The two-year, Heart of the Community project aims to advance health and health 
equity in Egg Harbor City by 1) connecting residents with available resources using technology, and 2) 
improving access to healthy food. With more than 200 partners across two counties, the Coalition for a 
Safe Community includes residents, law enforcement, school districts and faith-based partners. 
According to the City Health Dashboard for Egg Harbor City, the community’s unemployment rate has 
increased from 14% to more than 26% amid the COVID-19 crisis. In addition, 57% of residents under 
18 years old are obese. For this project, the Coalition is purchasing six Chromebooks and a docking 
station to support public library patrons searching for employment, applying for programs and services, 
or locating community resources. For the second phase of this project, the Coalition is building a 
community greenhouse at the Municipal Complex to provide fresh vegetables and host wellness 
programs for residents. By the end of this project, the community coalition will have advanced health 
equity in Egg Harbor City by collaborating across sectors and making better use of data to inform 
decisions that can improve the health of everyone in the community. Through this project, Egg Harbor 
City is one of 10 New Jersey communities to receive a suite of tools that include a community data 
dashboard developed by City Health Dashboard.  
 
  
Candace Negron, Chairperson, Egg Harbor City Coalition for a Safe Community, Project Director 
(609) 839-9896 
cnegron816@gmail.com 
 
Tiffanie Haynes, Branch Manager, Atlantic County Library System – Egg Harbor City Branch,  
                           Project Co-Director 
thaynes@aclsys.org 
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The Opportunity League, Burlington, Burlington County 
 
Project Description: In Burlington City, a community of just under 10,000 residents, the Opportunity 
League (“O” League) is leading this two-year initiative that aims to address food insecurity within the 
city’s first-ward, New Yorkshire neighborhood by developing a cross-sector community coalition, an 
educational pathway for youth and young adults, and by opening a full-service grocery store. As the 
Burlington City Food Access Network (BCFAN), school administrators, law enforcement, libraries, 
municipal agencies, the Burlington County Health Department and business and other community 
partners are sharing data every month and have identified employment, income, education and food 
insecurity as priority areas for improving community health. The most recent data available indicates 
two of the four grocery stores in Burlington City are closed, and the city’s two remaining stores operate 
in inconvenient locations for families who lack access to reliable transportation. The BCFAN partners 
are developing a business plan for the grocery store and college-level certification programs around 
culinary arts and customer service; establishing formal agreements with the school district, social 
service agencies and potential employers, and developing an annual community fundraising event. By 
the end of this project, the BCFAN coalition will have advanced health equity in New Yorkshire by 
collaborating across sectors and making better use of data to inform decisions that can improve the 
health of everyone in the community. Through this project, Burlington City is one of 10 New Jersey 
communities to receive a suite of tools that include a community data dashboard developed by City 
Health Dashboard. 

@tol2009 
 
Seigha Omuso, Executive Director, The Opportunity League, Project Director 
(609) 502-5041 
somuso@theoleague.org 
 
Shenee Omuso, Education Department Director, The Opportunity League, Project Co-Director 
(609) 387-7585 
scarroll@theoleague.org 
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Borough of Lawnside, Lawnside, Camden County 
 
Project Description: The Borough of Lawnside is leading this two-year, Young at Heart 
Intergenerational Program, which aims to establish the Borough as an age-friendly community by 
connecting residents across generations and engaging youth as community health partners. Twenty-
three percent of Lawnside’s approximately 3000 residents are 65-years-old and older, and nearly eight 
percent of residents are between 18 and 24 years old. A cross-sector coalition of community partners 
have identified discrimination against seniors, housing, and income as focus areas for their work. 
Guided by data and information from City Health Dashboard, school district, faith-based and law 
enforcement partners, the Lawnside community team is working to engage particular age groups and 
create a plan to establish a welcoming space for all residents. In addition, they are developing a 
community work group of seniors and youth, and paid opportunities for youth. By the end of this project, 
the coalition partners will have advanced health equity by collaborating across sectors and making 
better use of data to inform decisions that can improve the health of everyone in Lawnside. Through 
this project, Lawnside is one of 10 New Jersey communities to receive a suite of tools that include a 
community data dashboard developed by City Health Dashboard. 
 
Sean Smith, Borough Engineer, Borough of Lawnside, Project Director 
(609) 682-0096 
ssmith@smithcogroup.com 
 
Algiers Holmes, Secretary, Lawnside Board of Health, Project Co-Director 
(609) 504-4762 
hgerris@msn.com 
 
Rhonda Wardlow Hurley, Councilwoman, Borough of Lawnside 
(856) 577-5751 
rhurleyritas@comcast.net 
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Holly City Development Corporation, Millville, Cumberland County 

Project Description: The Holly City Development Corporation is leading this two-year, Addressing 
Community Food Insecurity project, which aims to address Millville residents’ immediate need for 
affordable, fresh food while also developing long-term solutions for equitable access to healthier foods. 
In this community of 28,000 residents, 75% of them have limited access to nutritious foods. In addition, 
the Millville community’s existing supermarkets operate in inconvenient locations for households that do 
not have access to reliable transportation. Data from the City of Millville, Millville Public Schools, 
Millville Public Library, City Health Dashboard, PolicyMap, and other partners and agencies, are 
informing the Millville community team's work. The cross-sector coalition is hosting pop-up pantries and 
educational programming to engage residents and connect them with healthy food options and existing 
resources. The community team is also working to expand its community partnerships to include local 
farmers and grocery stores. By the end of this project, the coalition partners will have advanced health 
equity by collaborating across sectors and making better use of data to inform decisions that can 
improve the health of everyone in Millville. Through this project, Millville is one of 10 New Jersey 
communities to receive a suite of tools that include a community data dashboard developed by City 
Health Dashboard.  
 
Heather Santoro, Executive Director, Holly City Development Corporation, Project Director 
(609) 364-3355 
hsantoro@hollycitydevelopment.org 

Jaclyn Smith, Community Builder, Holly City Development Corporation 
(856) 776-7979 
jsmith@hollycitydevelopment.org 

Robert Trivellini, Program Coordinator, Millville Public Schools 
(856) 293-8203 
robert.trivellini@millville.org 

 

Clayton Public School District, Clayton, Gloucester County 
Project Description: The two-year, Clayton in Motion: Using Data to Improve Community Health and 
Wellness project aims to engage residents in physical fitness activities and encourage social 
connections within open spaces throughout the borough while strengthening cross-sector community 
partnerships. The Clayton Public School District and its health, law enforcement, and municipal 
partners have identified that the approximately 8,700 residents of this rural community face a 33-
minute, one-way commute on average, and typically need to travel to nearby communities for medical 
visits and fitness facilities, presenting a challenge for families who rely on public transportation. To 
advance health equity and complement the limited data available, the Clayton community team is 
conducting assessments of existing green space to better understand usage patterns. The partners are 
soliciting community input and school district and municipal experts’ guidance to determine the 
adequacy of available facilities and access to them. By the end of this project, the community coalition 
will have advanced health equity in Clayton by collaborating across sectors and making better use of 
data to inform decisions that can improve the health of everyone in the community. Through this 
project, Clayton is one of 10 New Jersey communities to receive a suite of tools that include a 
community data dashboard developed by City Health Dashboard.  

@CPSNJ 
 

Alicia Fragoso, Assistant Principal, Clayton Public Schools, Project Director 
(609) 352-4165 
afragoso@claytonps.org 
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Rowan University Foundation, Glassboro, Gloucester County 
Project Description: The Rowan University Foundation is leading this two-year, Glassboro Health 
Equity Project, which aims to engage cross-sector partners, including non-profits, residents and 
municipal agencies in developing solutions to make affordable, nutritious food more readily accessible. 
In Glassboro, 22% of the nearly 20,000 residents live below the poverty level, compared to 7.6% of 
Gloucester County residents. A data analysis by the Rowan University Foundation and its arts, 
healthcare and other community partners found that Glassboro has a high rate of children living in 
poverty. In addition, a significant portion of the community is low-income and has limited access to 
affordable healthy food. For this project, the Glassboro community partners are 1) presenting public 
workshops about home-based production techniques for produce and herbs, and 2) providing 
customized lessons on home-based healthy food production and health coaching for 30 families. The 
partners are also forming the Glassboro Health Equity Coalition to develop subsequent projects and 
prioritize them according to community needs. By the end of this project, the community coalition will 
have advanced health equity in Glassboro by collaborating across sectors and making better use of 
data to inform decisions that can improve the health of everyone in the community. Through this 
project, Glassboro is one of 10 New Jersey communities to receive a suite of tools that include a 
community data dashboard developed by City Health Dashboard. 

@RowanUniversity  
 

Mahbubur Meenar, Professor, Rowan University, Project Director 
(856) 256-5812 
meenar@rowan.edu 

Leslie Spencer, Professor, Rowan University, Project Co-Director 
(856) 256-4500 ext. 3761 
spencer@rowan.edu 
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Salem Community College, Penns Grove, Salem County 
Project Description: Salem Community College is leading the two-year, Penns Grove CARES project 
to address food insecurity in Penns Grove by developing a collaborative data and resource hub where 
Salem County partners can access data tools and services to support a holistic approach to improving 
community health. Citing data from a Community Health Needs Assessment, City Health Dashboard 
and the Food Access Research Atlas, a coalition of Penns Grove community partners has identified 
food insecurity as a community health priority. Penns Grove has one full-service grocery store, and its 
prices are not cost-effective for this community, where 48.7% of children live in poverty. The Penns 
Grove community coalition is analyzing available data and aligning them with existing needs and 
opportunities by engaging consultants, residents, farmers, small businesses and community advocates. 
The team is also developing new programs, enhancing existing ones, connecting them, and setting new 
priorities and partner with the City of Penns Grove. By the end of this project, the coalition partners will 
have advanced health equity by collaborating across sectors and making better use of data to inform 
decisions that can improve the health of everyone in Penns Grove. Through this project, Penns Grove 
is one of 10 New Jersey communities to receive a suite of tools that include a community data 
dashboard developed by City Health Dashboard. 

@salemccnj 
 
 
Monica Lallo, EdD, MPM, MPA, Senior Vice President, Acenda Integrated Health, Project Co-Director 
(856) 725-4767 
mlallo@acendahealth.org 
 
 
 
 

Salem Community College, Salem, Salem County 
Project Description: Salem Community College is leading this two-year, Salem City CARES project to 
address food insecurity in Salem City by developing a shared resource where cross-sector, Salem 
County partners can access data tools and services to support a holistic approach to improving 
community health. In a 2016-2018 Community Health Needs Assessment, Salem County residents 
ranked obesity as the top community health priority. The same assessment found that 19.1% of 
children and 13.9% of the county's residents experience some level of food insecurity. The cross-
sector, Salem City CARES community coalition is 1) analyzing available data, and aligning them with 
existing needs and opportunities by engaging consultants, residents, farmers, small businesses and 
community advocates. The team is also developing new programs, enhancing existing ones, 
connecting them, and setting new priorities and engage communities. By the end of this project, the 
coalition partners will have advanced health equity by collaborating across sectors and making better 
use of data to inform decisions that can improve the health of everyone in Salem City. Through this 
project, Salem City is one of 10 New Jersey communities to receive a suite of tools that include a 
community data dashboard developed by City Health Dashboard.  

@salemccnj 
 
 
Maura Cavanagh Dick, Assistant Dean of Academic Affairs, Salem Community College,  
                                     Project Director 
(856) 351-2754 
mcavanaghdick@salemcc.edu 
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New Jersey Health Initiatives 
325 Cooper Street / Camden, NJ 08102 / www.njhi.org 

@NJHI_ 

Milton Ellis, Deputy Director, Operations 
(856) 225-6729 
mellis@njhi.org 
 
Diane Hagerman, Director  
(856) 225-6728 
hagerman@njhi.org 

@dbhags52 

Jemmell’z Washington, Communications Specialist 
(856) 225-6735 
jwashington@njhi.org 

@Zachmet 

Toni Lewis, MPH, HO, Community Health Strategist 
(609) 531-0900 
tlewis@njhi.org 

@antonialewis 

 

Data Across Sectors for Health (DASH) /All In: Data for Community 
Health 
The DASH national program is led by the Illinois Public Health Institute and Michigan Public Health 
Institute. 
 
www.dashconnect.org 

@DASH_connect 
 
 
Halli Rennaker, Project Coordinator, Michigan Public Health Institute 
(517)324-7383 
hrennake@mphi.org 
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Dawn Chorus Group 
www.dawnchorusgroup.com 

@DawnChorusGroup 

Jonathan Scaccia, Principal 
(484) 868-2971 
jonathan.p.scaccia@gmail.com  
 

Allison Herb 
allison@dawnchorusgroup.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


