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Our goal is to help cities across the 
U.S. leverage the power of data to 
improve the health and well-being 
of everyone in their community.



What 
Gets Measured

Gets Done



The Challenge



◦ Safe and affordable housing

◦ Smoking policies

◦ Access to healthy food

◦ Walkability

US cities
are responsible 
for many strong 
influences on 
health



Without data cities 
are making decisions 
in the dark



City Health Dashboard
Empowering Cities to Create Thriving Communities



Over 40 measures of health, the 
factors that shape health, and the 
drivers of health equity to guide local 
solutions for 900+ U.S. cities.



Use the City Health 
Dashboard to…
◦ Compare health gaps across 

neighborhoods

◦ Compare your city to cities in other 
regions or with similar population

◦ Set priorities and better target 
resources

Life Expectancy by Census Tract in 
Columbus, Ohio

80
years

68
years

60
years



City Health Dashboard Measures by Category

Air pollution - ozone
Air pollution – particulate matter
Housing with potential lead risk
Lead exposure risk index
Limited access to healthy foods
Park access
Walkability

Binge Drinking
Physical Inactivity
Smoking
Teen Births

Dental care
Prenatal care
Preventive services, 65+
Routine checkups, 18+
Uninsured

CLINICAL CARE

HEALTH BEHAVIORS

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

Absenteeism 
Broadband connection
Children in poverty
Credit Insecurity Index
High School Completion
Housing cost, excessive
Income inequality
Neighborhood racial/ethnic segregation
Racial/ethnic diversity
Third-grade reading proficiency
Unemployment – Current, City-Level
Unemployment – Annual, Neighborhood-Level
Violent Crime

Breast cancer deaths
COVID Local Risk Index
Cardiovascular disease deaths
Colorectal cancer deaths
Diabetes
Firearm homicides
Firearm suicides
Frequent mental distress
Frequent physical distress
High blood pressure
Life expectancy
Low birthweight
Obesity
Opioid overdose deaths
Premature deaths (all causes)

HEALTH OUTCOMES SOCIAL & ECONOMIC FACTORS

City level
City & neighborhood level
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Putting it all together



Manchester. NH
Use Case

The Dashboard’s COVID Local Risk 
Index helped the health department to 
prioritize neighborhoods for testing 
sites and communicate with residents 
to assess their risk as the city began to 
reopen. 



Glassboro, NJ
Use Case
◦ Rowan University team includes professor, 

students and community members

◦ Identified poverty and healthy food access 
as top challenges for Glassboro community 

◦ Student team administered surveys, held 
interviews, and organized focus groups to 
learn how food insecurity affected residents 

◦ Data and work led to recommendations for 
how to improve food access including the 
training of certified health coaches, and 
growing household gardens



Glassboro, NJ
Use Case #2

◦ The Dashboard was used as an 
inspiration for the Glassboro team to 
create The Information Hub: Healthy 
and Affordable Food in Glassboro. 
The open access portal shares free 
data on local resources and connects 
residents to grocery stores and 
training programs. 



Grand Rapids, MI
Use Case

Identified 17 census tracts based on 
income inequality, unemployment 
and life expectancy to focus 
applications, city investments, and 
partnerships.



Rancho Cucamonga, CA
Use Case

When implementing a city-wide survey 
Healthy RC used Dashboard data to 
demonstrate the need for translation 
services and community specialists. The 
team also presented Dashboard maps to 
local community groups who were able to 
provide feedback, leading to improved 
participation, better survey questions, and 
more empowered citizens.



Exercise

1. Select a city of interest or familiarity.
2. Scan the City Overview and notice measures where the city is doing better and worse than 

average. Any surprises?
3. Identify a measure of interest where the city is doing worse than average, and select it.
4. Review the Metric Detail page, explore the map. What do you notice?
5. Select another site feature to explore: Demographic Detail, City Comparison, Metric 

Comparison… What do you notice?
6. Go to the Take Action center, and scan the list of Policies and Programs related to your 

metric of interest. What would you recommend to your Local Health Officer?
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Pull up www.cityhealthdashboard.com on your computer

http://www.cityhealthdashboard.com/


Stay in touch

@CityHealthData

@CityHealthData

info@cityhealthdashboard.com

www.cityhealthdashboard.com

mailto:info@cityhealthdashboard.com
http://www.cityhealthdashboard.com/

